
Thanks for Joining the BYOB & Plant a Tree Workshop!

A few things to note:

• These are photos to give you some inspiration for your yard
• To start, you will see a step-by-step progression of someone building a 

basin in their backyard
• The rest of the photos are examples of basins of all shapes and sizes
• Please send us photos of your yard before and after you build your 

basin! Email: calcorn@watershedmg.org



Plan where to put your 
basins



Decide on a shape!





Plan for an overflow



Smooth and shape 
your basin walls

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZN_oWN_2JZnVks1_lfTUEe_3_bYYuJHk/view


If needed, enhance the 
path water will flow 
towards your basin





Don’t be shy with your 
mulch





Native plants supported by rainwater 
basins typically don’t need irrigation 
after one or two years.





Amber’s Yard

Extensive earthworks – Berms, Basins, 
& Rockwork



Shape your basin to your fancy!

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1iiSDPPk9ZlFZ5nrZIdwatsCzoRVjs31Z/view


Harvesting stormwater may 
require permitting  



Harvesting stormwater may 
require permitting, but free 
stormwater supports shade for 
your neighborhood!



Grasses and other plants support the 
function of your basins while benefitting 
from the water!



Basins with a steep slope, greater than 
3:1 will need rock work to prevent walls 
from eroding 



Plan the shape of your basins before 
you start digging



Start small and simple, and celebrate 
often!





Even a small basin 
can support lots of 
shade



We hope you send us photos of your 
success stories and your moments of 
learning 
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